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SHARKS — HAZARD MITIGATION 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [9.20 am]: On 31 July this year there was a shark attack 
at Bunker Bay in the south west. Luckily, the attack was not fatal, and I am pleased that the victim has now been 
discharged from hospital, and in fact has re-entered the water. However, in 2011 there was a very tragic incident 
that involved the death of a body surfer at the same beach. Following the incident in July, I immediately asked the 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development to explore the option of an additional VR4 receiver 
in the Bunker Bay region and other options to improve the safety of that stretch of beach. I can announce to the 
house that I have now approved the deployment of two shark monitoring network receivers at Bunker Bay as 
well as the installation of a land-based alert tower that will give beach and ocean users a visual and audio alert in 
real time when a tagged shark comes in range of one of the receivers. The two new receivers are scheduled for 
deployment in October and can detect tagged sharks up to 400 metres away. Once online, these receivers will 
expand Western Australia’s shark monitoring network to 34 locations, nine of which have been added by the 
McGowan government to date, including four along the Esperance coast and three near Gracetown. 
The McGowan government is committed to a range of measures and initiatives to improve the safety of our ocean 
users. We have implemented one of the strongest evidence-based shark mitigation programs in the world to assist 
Western Australians enjoy the beach and ocean with confidence. Our investment includes the SMART drum line 
trial off Gracetown, the electronic shark deterrent rebate, beach emergency number signage, beach enclosures, 
an extensive targeted shark-tagging program, the satellite-based shark monitoring network and, of course, the 
SharkSmart app, which integrates so much of this technology. Since coming to government, we have tagged almost 
double the number of white sharks along our coast. The millions of dollars of investment in these measures 
demonstrate the McGowan government’s commitment to improving ocean safety. 
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